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What is Text Organization?

Text organization is ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is it important to know how a text is organized? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some common forms of text organization? 
1. ____________________________________
2. ____________________________________
3. ____________________________________
1
Main Idea and Details

 Definition: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look fors: 
1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________
4. ________________________________________

Key words:
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________

Sample Paragraph:

The Hippopotamus is a large animal that lives in the rivers of Africa.  It is known as the river horse because of its size and where it lives.  It stays in the water most of the time to keep its skin from drying out.  It often eats five to six bushels of underwater plants daily.  A hippopotamus can weigh as much as a full – size pickup truck.  They also have ivory, which they are hunted for.
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Sequential or chronological order

 Definition: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look fors: 
1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________
4. ________________________________________

Key words:
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________

Sample Paragraph:

When Sarah got to school today, she first put her book bag in her locker.  Next, she went to breakfast and finished her homework.  Third, she walked to her classroom to complete her morning work.  Finally, she went to math class where she worked with her teacher on division skills.
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Cause and Effect

 Definition: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look fors: 
1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________
4. ________________________________________

Key words:
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________

Sample Paragraph:

People have been moving to the cities from more rural areas a lot in recent years.  They are doing this because there are more jobs in the city and there is better transportation.  As cities continue to grow, more people will move to the cities.  There are less jobs happening in rural areas, which is also causing people to moves to the city.
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Problem and solution

 Definition: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look fors: 
1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________
4. ________________________________________

Key words:
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________

Sample Paragraph:

The astronauts aboard the spaceship had a problem.  There were unable to open the door of the ship, they were stuck inside.  One of the astronauts developed a plan.  He used a screw driver and he took one of the windows of the ship apart.  The Astronauts were able to crawl through the window to safety. 
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Compare and contrast

 Definition: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look fors: 
5. ________________________________________
6. ________________________________________
7. ________________________________________
8. ________________________________________

Key words:
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________
· _________________________________

Sample Paragraph:

I like to have both dogs and cats are pets.  Dogs are a lot of fun; they like to play games like fetch and to run.  They also are nice to pet and are very friendly.  Cats are friendly as well, and they are nice to pet.  Cats don’t like to play games though, they prefer to sit and relax.





6
 Exercise 1

Read the following paragraph and decide if it is organized by Main Idea and Details or Sequence of Events.

Derik was very upset when he got home from school.  He had a very bad day.  First, he could not find his shoes when he woke up that morning and was late for school.  Then, when he got to school someone made fun of him for not having his homework.  Finally, when he was walking home he tripped and cut his knee.  He was very happy to finally be home.

	

How was this passage organized? Use details from the text to support your answer.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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Exercise 2

Read the following paragraph and list all the cause and effect relationships you can find.

America became its own country in 1776.  The British government was taxing the American people without their input which caused them to rebel against the British government.  When a group of British solders fired their guns into a group of Americans, it only made the American people want to fight the British more.  During the war, the American people knew the land better so they were better able to fight the British and they won the war.  

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Exercise 3

Read the following paragraph and identify which paragraph is problem and solution and which is cause and effect.

There are many places in the world were people have to stay for long periods of time.  One is prison, another is aircraft carriers, and another is schools.  Officials have been working to solve the problem of how to keep these people occupied while in these places.  They decided to put libraries in them.  Libraries will give people a place to go where they won’t be bored and they are easy to take care of.

This passage is organized by _____________________________


William Wegman loved to take photographs as a kid, so when he grew up he got a job as a photographer.  He became excellent at taking photos that he was hired by Sesame Street to take pictures of their show.  William got a dog as a gift from his wife.  He loved the dog so much that he started taking pictures of it.  Now he is best known for his pictures of his dogs dressed in people clothes.


This passage is organized by _____________________________
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Exercise 4

Read the following paragraph and complete the Venn Diagram.

There are many different kinds of caves in the world.  All caves are carved by wind, rain or snow into hard materials.  They all have holes and cracks which are known as rooms and tunnels in them.  Some caves are above ground and are dry and carved into the sides of mountains.  Other cavers are underwater and formed by the acidic water that gets caught in cracks of the rocks.  There have been over 50,000 caves found in the United States alone!
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Exercise 5

Read the following paragraph and decide how the paragraph is organized.

The world used to have just one continent called Pangaea.  When Pangaea broken into pieces it created the continents of North America, Asia, and Europe.  Other land masses broke apart as well, creating what are now the 7 continents.  Pangaea broke apart because of earthquakes that shook the earth crust.  Those same earthquakes are still shaking the earth today which causes the continents to move around. 

	

How was this passage organized? Use details from the text to support your answer.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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Exercise 5 cont.

Read the following paragraph and decide how the paragraph is organized.

Roller coasters are considered one of America’s favorite thrill rides.  Many people go to ride on all different roller coasters throughout the year.  All roller coasters have cars people sit in.  One roller coaster launches its cars into the air with rubber bands and uses compressed air to make it run.  Another roller coaster is built over water and runs through a dark tunnel.  Which one would you like to ride?

	

How was this passage organized? Use details from the text to support your answer.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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Exercise 5 cont.

Read the following paragraph and decide how the paragraph is organized.

Matthew Henson was an explorer who went to the North Pole.  He was born just after the civil war, and his parents were killed during it.  He went to work for a Captain who taught him how to speak Inuit.  On April 6, 1909 Matthew made it to the North Pole.  He was the first American to ever go there.  While he was there he found 3 meteorites which are on display at the Museum of Natural History.

	

How was this passage organized? Use details from the text to support your answer.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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Assessment
Answer the following questions by circling the correct letter or by writing a short paragraph to show what you have learned about Paragraph Organization

1.  If a paragraph gives you all of the events of a story in order, it is organized by:
a) Main idea and details
b) Sequence of events
c) Compare and contrast

2.  I want to write a paragraph that tells my readings about one topic, and lets them learn many details about that topic, it is organized by:
a. Problem and solution
b. Cause and effect
c. Main idea and details

3. Which 2 paragraph patterns are the most similar:
a. Problem and solution AND cause and effect
b. Main idea and detail AND compare and contrast
c. Sequence of events AND problem and solution

4. Why is it important to identify how a paragraph is organized?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  If you were writing a paragraph about George Washington’s life, how would you organize that paragraph?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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